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PROVISION OF BUILDING/HOUSING: A SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT IN NIGERIA IN 
THE 21ST CENTURY 

 
P. O.  Ahiante and Henry Oriakhi 

Abstract 
Physical development of the environment is concerned with the provision of 
infrastructure. Building technology is a good investment not just for the 
receiving families but also in terms of employment opportunities. This paper 
will look at the areas in the building industry where job opportunities can be 
created for people for sustainable development in this 21st century. This 
paper will also look at the areas where the government can assist in the 
provision of building/housing for sustainable development. The 
building/housing industry need the skill, knowledge, education etc. required 
for National development for sustainable growth. This paper concluded that: 
Nigeria must encourage the building sector to be part of the world 
development policy advancement in the 21st century. 

 
       Buildings do not exist in isolation but instead represent various levels of action and 
interaction between people and their surroundings on the other hand they can be expressive of creative 
impulse and simple statement of functional need in whichever form the building exists, it is a physical 
response to people, place and environment. 
 
       Housing has universally been ranked as one of the most basic needs of mankind after food. 
Housing at different epochs, remains strategic asset to man and it impacts on the physical social and 
mental well being of man irrespective of his socio-economic status, color or creed. Man is incomplete 
without housing and his health, welfare and productivity are greatly impaired when proper shelter is 
missing (I.E Chkwuyekhwu 2007).  
 
        The construction industry involves a process that brings professional together. These 
professionals are called upon at a stage or the other during construction to do their job. Buildings 
create job opportunities for man from the time of designing and construction to the later during the 
occupation and use of the houses. 
 
       Developing the housing industry creates demand for building construction. Building 
construction means different things to different people. To the ordinary man financial institutions, it is 
a financial process, to the land developers it is a process of management and availability of land. How 
then, can building and housing industry be a job creator? 
 
Importance of Building/Housing Industry 

Technology development:- The importance of Housing/Building construction in a developing 
society cannot be over-emphasized. It is expected to offer employment for self-dependence. It also 
provides basic technological literacy for everyday living. This functional education emphasizes 
practical, demonstrations, modeling and the acquisition of skills in the use of tools and equipment. It 
is therefore employment and production oriented. Appropriate building technology programmes can 
therefore empower the average Nigeria, technically in the construction of houses. 

 
      Building construction programmes can provide the skills for self-employment by individuals, 
which will in turn reduce the problem of unemployment in the Nation. For actual technological 
transformation in the society, the government has to adequately fund the existing building industry for 
sustainability. 
 
       Building/Housing programmes in Universities, Polytechnics, Colleges of Education and 
other science and Technical Colleges that will produce indigenous Technicians and Engineers as 
foundation staff strength for meaningful technological take off in Nigeria? 
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Problem Militating Against Building/Housing Industry 
The basic problems of Building/Housing in Nigeria over the years have weakened the fabrics 

and adversely affected the Building industry in realization of its sustainability potential. In Nigeria, 
we have failed to learn that technology cannot be transferred, it can only be developed. 
 Inadequate Training:- The training being offered in schools is not relevant to real industrial 

situations in the Building industries. Teaching and instruction are abstract because students 
cannot practice what they are being thought. Acquisition of knowledge is deferent from 
technological capability. 

 Lack of Recognition:- One of the problems of the  Building industry is lack of recognition, in 
Nigeria, the craftsman does not enjoy any recognition. Manual labour has no value and the 
construction industry is associated with manual labour. 

 Fund Racing:- In Nigeria the institutions offering Building technology have financial problems, 
they lack the finance to equip their laboratories. They pass through the schools without mastery 
their own skills. 

 Lack of Experienced Teachers:- Building/Housing industries require experienced teachers, the 
caliber of teachers we have in schools cannot undertake any task above their capabilities as 
many are not up to date, as a result of rapid changes and innovations in technology. The 
teachers cannot teach what they do not know or have never seen. According to Amaefule (1999) 
there must be a constant program for the training and re-training of teachers of skilled and 
practical courses. This is very important for the teacher to be abreast of the continuing changes 
in structure and equipment.  

 Shortage of Adequate Facilities:- There is the problem of in adequate housing facilities in 
Nigerian towns. Lagos, for instance, has an average of 3.8 persons per room and extreme 
density ranging between 5 to over 7 persons per room has been recorded Mirin (1998) more 
housing are added to relieve the existing overcrowding in Nigerian urban centers. A report on 
housing in Africa produced for the United Nations describes clearly the present state of housing.  

 
Empowering Nigerians through Building Technology 

The poor economic climate in Nigeria has worsened; the rate of unemployment is alarming. 
There is the need to seriously consider the building industry as an area that has not being fully tapped. 
Building technology education can play a vital role in economic development, effective skill 
acquisition in building technology is indispensable towards empowering people and producing a self-
reliant nation with dynamic man-power for sustaintable development. 
 

Building technology is concerned with construction, and the construction of houses is one of 
the areas, job creating potential building technology is a course that equips the learner with 
knowledge and skills in diverse areas, Woodwork, Metal work, Bricklaying, Plumbering, Electrical 
installation etc. it will be out of place therefore for any graduate of Building technology having 
acquired this knowledge to be unemployed. According to (Ekpeyoung 2007) they have the knowledge 
and skills needed to enable them successfully fit into the world of works within the available job 
opportunities in the society after graduation. 
 

The construction process requires skills of many professionals: Architect, Landscape 
architects, Civil Engineers and Site Planners to address project design, attorney to handle agreements 
and government approvals, environmental consultant, and soil engineers, surveyors and title 
companies to provide legal descriptions of a property builders, appraisals and other skilled and 
unskilled labour craftsman. 
 
Housing Policy and Housing Financial Reforms 

Government attempt at housing policy started through direct intervention in housing provision 
with the setting up of the Nigeria Building society (NBS) in 1956 to assist government workers to 
own their strategies include the establishment of Housing Corporations, the establishment of federal 
Housing Authority and the creation of federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria (FMBN). 

All the national Development plans introduced by successive governments spanning from 
1962 to 1985 explicitly recognized the importance of providing housing in the country as a tool of 
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stimulating economic development, but there was no organized housing policy in place to stimulate 
and enhance the anticipated development. The result however, was that most Nigerians, apart from a 
handful of civil servants, received no form of housing assistance from the Government as most 
housing were provided by the private sector. For instance, out of a total of 202,000 dwelling housing 
units programmed by government to be built between 1975 and 1980 comprising 50,000 units in 
Lagos and 8,000 units in each of the other nineteen states, less than fifteen (15%) percent of the 
housing were complete by the end of the plan period. Between 1978 and 1983, it was obvious that 
housing programmers and various tactics adopted were grossly inadequate and did not meet the 
housing needs of Nigeria, (chukwujekwu 2007). 
 

However, the new reforms have opened up the economy for maximum utilization of many 
sources of funds for real estate development. They include equity or personal savings, debt raised 
from the banking system, equity/debt from the stock exchange, foreign loans from international 
banks, etc. the financial reforms have created positive impact on housing development. 
 
Maintenance for Sustainable Development 

Building / Housing and their services inevitably become obsolete as a result of factors relating 
to the use of the buildings. The ageing and obsolescence of building, together with a corresponding 
depreciation in value, is a continues process, but can be slowed or reversed by appropriate repair and 
maintenance. Maintenance may be undertaken either in anticipation of failure or carried out to restore 
the building to an acceptable standard after failure. Walt, (2002). 
 

Due to the complexity of the built environment, responses to maintenance needs cannot be 
perfect, but remains a key index of the maintenance culture from the manner countries have been 
taken to task on this subject. 

 
Bobby (2006) reported a company’s chief executive lamenting over the poor maintenance 

culture in Nigeria. Ebenezer (2004) reminded Ghanaians of the old adage that a stitch in time saves 
nine. 

In Malaysia, Tan (2004) concerned about passing the buck in maintenance issue proposed the 
provision of manuals for all elements and components of building as a culture. The pursuit of 
sustainable development throws the built environment in the construction industry into the need for 
development and provision of proper housing to meet the needs of the growing population in Nigeria. 
The building and housing industry must be counted as a major area in which the Nigerian society is to 
attain a sustainable development. The defects in building that call for maintenance are usually caused 
by many factors; these include human and natural factors. The human factors are the failure of 
professionals to provide appropriate design, construction techniques, and high quality building 
materials. e.tc.  
 

While natural factors include the types of  soil, and contents, the load bearing capacity soil, 
earth movement, wind effect, rain, solar radiation etc. Nigeria as a preventive maintenance for 
instance, will reduce the cost of attending to emergencies and defects. Watts (2002). 
 
Conclusion 
    In this paper we have examined the relevance of Building/Housing technology in the area of 
employment opportunities for sustainable development. The future of building/housing technology 
should be geared towards National development. This is a major means of enhancing job creation and 
empowering citizen by providing them with the necessary skills, attitudes and knowledge they need, 
thereby, conquering the challenges of prevailing unemployment. 
 
Recommendations 
1. Building/Housing technology programmes should be restructured to emphasize skills and 

activities needed for self-reliance. 
2. There is the need to encourage more research activities into the Building industry of the country: 

this will facilitate the identification of the relevant issues involved in the developments of the 
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area and the possible solution to the identified problems for suitable development in the 21st 
century.  

3. The federal and state government should ensure that sufficient financial resources are available 
to institutions that offer Building technology for the purchase of new and modern equipment. 

4. Manual labour should be recognized and encouraged in the Nigerian society to enhance self 
reliance in the 21st century. 

5. Building/Housing industries require experienced teachers, the training and re-training of skilled 
teachers for sustainable development should be encouraged.   
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